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well as prominent Turkish officials, such as Eahmi Bey,
governor of Smyrna, were outspoken in their condemna-
tion of this proceeding. The Ottoman Government con-
tinued the policy of the late Sultan Abdul Hamid;
namely, that "the best way to get rid of the Armenian
question is to get rid of the Armenians."
Another pronounced reason for the hostility of the
Sublime Porte was due to the efforts made towards cre-
ating an independent Armenian State, which the Russian
Tsar as well as the Turkish Sultan feared might become
another Bulgaria.
It is important to understand, moreover, that the relig-
ious aspect has always been overemphasized. Lest the
reader be inclined to belittle the verdict of historians,
what better authority than the utterance of Viscount
Bryce with reference to the Armenian slaughter (1915),
in the House of Lords on October 6, 1915? To quote the
version of Mr. A. J. Toynbee, in "Turkey: A Past and
a Future": "There was no Moslem passion against the
Armenian Christians. All was done by the will of the
Government, and done not from any religious fanaticism,
but simply because they wished, for reasons purely po-
litical, to get rid of a non-Moslem element which impaired
the homogeneity of the Empire, and constituted an ele-
ment that might not always submit to oppression. All
that I have heard confirms what has already been said
elsewhere, that there is no reason to believe that in this
case Mussulman fanaticism came into play at all. So
far as can be made out, though of course the baser natures
have welcomed and used the opportunities for plunder
which slaughter and deportations afford, these massacres
have been viewed by the better sort of religious Moslems
with horror rather than with sympathy. It would be
too much to say that they have often attempted to inter-
fere, but, at any rate, they do not seem to have shown
approval of the conduct of the Turkish Government."

